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The Energy communities Repository and the Rural Energy Community Advisory Hub use the
Degree of urbanisation (DEGURBA) to classify which areas of Europe are considered to be rural
areas for this project. In this regard, DEGURBA is a classification that indicates the characteristics
of an area. More specifically, based on the share of local population living in urban clusters and
urban centres, DEGURBA classifies Local Administrative Unites (LAU) into three types of areas:

1. Cities
2. Towns and suburbs
3. Rural areas

This Excel file lists all municipalities in Europe and their DEGURBA.

If an energy community (per the EU definitions?) and/or the activities/project(s) of an energy
community are located in an LAU that is classified as a ‘cities or towns and suburbs’ per the
DEGURBA classification, the energy community is considered to be a urban energy community.
Consequently, the energy community should preferably apply to the Energy Communities

Repository’s Technical Assistance.

If an energy community (per the EU definitions) and/or the activities/project(s) of an energy

community are located in an LAU that is classified as a ‘rural area’ per the DEGURBA classification,
the energy community is considered to be a rural energy community. Consequently, the energy
community should preferably apply to the RECAH’s Technical Assistance. In addition to this,
energy communities that have activities related to the energy technology biogas (e.g. pumping)
would be automatically classified as rural energy communities as well.

For example, an energy community is officially registered as a cooperative (legal entity) in Ghent
(Belgium) and has its main activities/project(s) in Ghent as well. Per the DEGURBA classification,
this location is a city and so this energy community would not be classified as a rural energy
community. However, if this same energy community has its main activities/project(s) located in
Hoogstraten (Belgium), it would be classified as a rural energy community as the location of the
main activities/project(s) of the community are in a location that is classified as a rural area per
the DEGURBA classification. Furthermore, if the main activities/project(s) of this energy
community located in Ghent are related to the biogas technology, it would also be seen as a rural
energy community no matter the location of the energy community or its main activities.

! the Recast Renewable Energy Directive
2 the Recast Internal Electricity Market Directive



https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/degree-of-urbanisation/background
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/nuts/local-administrative-units
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/345175/501971/EU-27-LAU-2021-NUTS-2021.xlsx
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/nuts/local-administrative-units
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/nuts/local-administrative-units
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Ghent/@51.112643,3.4128572,10z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x47c370e1339443ad:0x40099ab2f4d5140!8m2!3d51.0500182!4d3.7303351
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Hoogstraten/@51.1064371,4.8247086,9z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x47c6a7b54524a9cd:0x40099ab2f4d5380!8m2!3d51.4015935!4d4.7615606
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2018.328.01.0082.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2018:328:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32019L0944
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The content of this document reflects only the author’s view. The sole responsibility for the content of this
report lies with the authors. It does not reflect the opinion of the European Union. The European
Commission is not responsible for any use that may be made of the information contained therein.
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